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SUBJECT: UNIONS BOYCOTT AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA 

1 . KEY BRITISH UNIONS IN TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
HAVE RESPONDED VERY AFFIRMATIVELY TO THE ICFTU'S CALL FOR 
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A BOYCOTT AND OTHER ACTIONS TO PROTEST APARTHEID IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. FOR A WEEK, BEGINNING AT MIDNIGHT ON SATURDAY, 

(JANUARY 15), BRITISH DOCKERS, AIRCRAFT, POSTAL AND OTHER 
WORKERS HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THEIR LEADERS TO BLOCK CARGO, 

POSTAL AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS WITH THAT COUNTRY. THESE 
PLANNED ACTIONS HAVE BEEN STRONGLY CRITICIZED BY THE 
CONSERVATIVES IN PARLIAMENT WHO CHARGE, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT 
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A POSTAL BOYCOTT WOULD BE ILLEGAL. THE GOVERNMENT THUS 
FAR, HOWEVER, IS NOT INTERVENING. (A PRIVATE ORGANIZATION, 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREEDOM IS CONSIDERING LEGAL 
ACTION TO PREVENT THE POSTAL UNION S BOYCOTT OF MAIL 
DELIVERIES.) THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT WORKERS FEDER- 
ATION, WITH HEADQUARTERS IN LONDON, HAS ENDORSED THE BOY 
COTT. 

2. THE UNION OF POST OFFICE WORKERS, LED BY TOM JACKSON, 

WAS "FIRST OFF THE MARK" AFTER THE TUC CIRCULARIZED ITS 
AFFILIATES TO TAKE ACTION. THE UPW EXECUTIVE UNANIMOUSLY 
DECIDED TO ASK ITS MEMBERS IN POSTAL, TELEPHONE AND 
TELEGRAPHIC WORK TO CUT COMMUNICATIONS. THIS WAS FOLLOW- 
ED BY SIMILAR DECISIONS FROM THE TUC'S GIANT TRANSPORT 
WORKERS UNION, WHOSE DOCKERS WERE REQUESTED NOT TO HANDLE 
SOUTH AFRICAN CARGOES; THE NATIONAL UNION OF SEAMEN WHICH 
ASKED ITS MEMBERS NOT TO ACCEPT WORK ON SHIPS BOUND FOR 
SOUTH AFRICA NEXT WEEK AND FROM OTHER UNIONS. IN ADDI- 
TION, JACK JONES, THE LEADER OF THE TRANSPORT WORKERS, 

LED A DELEGATION TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY WITH A 
PETITION CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF SEAN HOSEY, WHO IS IN 
PRISON THERE. (IN ADDITION TO A GENERAL EXPRESSING OF 
OVERALL OPPOSITION TO SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID, THE TUC 
IS STRONGLY PROTESTING THE JAILING OF 24 INDIVIDUALS WHO 
ARE PART OF THE WORKERS’ EDUCATION PROJECT FOR BLACKS 
WHICH HAS BEEN SUPPORTED FINANCIALLY BY THE TUC.) 

3. ALTHOUGH THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF THE BOYCOTT WILL NOT 
BE KNOWN UNTIL NEXT WEEK THE MEDIA HAS GIVEN TRADE UNION 
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REACTION VERY CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION, INCLUDING FAIRLY 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE ON TELEVISION. AN OFFICIAL OF THE 
INTERN ATIONALTRAN SPORT WORKERSFEDERATION HAS TOLD US HE 
IS IMPRESSED WITH THE EXTENT OF THE TRADE UNION RESPONSE. 
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